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invading their country. His success was not, however,
so complete as he had expected, and he accordingly
offered his protection to Servia and demanded the
hand of George Brankovic's daughter in marriage.
But this sacrifice did not secure peace for long.
Anxious to conquer the rich kingdom of Hungary,
Amurath saw that he must occupy Servia first, more
especially as Brankovic had lately made an alliance
with the King of Hungary and had built a strong
fortress at Semencria on the Danube for the use of
himself and his new ally. Amurarh requested that
this stronghold should be given up to him ; and, when
Brankovic refused, overran the country and placed
garrisons in the principal towns. A Turkish mosque
was built in Krusevac, the famous residence of many
a Sen-fan monarch ; Brankovic, unable to obtain aid
from Hungary, which was at that moment distracted
by internal dissensions and a terrible epidemic, fled to
Ragusa, where an inscription on one of the gates tells
to this day how he " carne in with all his treasures."
Servia in 1440 was entirely in the Turkish power, and
Amurath appointed one of his foilowers to govern it
as Pasha in his absence. Yet just at that moment
the heroic efforts of a foreign soldier procured a further
brief respite for the unhappy Serbs. Thi- was John
Hunyad, the celebrated " white knight of \Vallachia,"
whom the Christians of the East looked upon as a
deliverer, while the hosts of Islam believed that he
was none other than the evil spirit. At the head of
a combined Turkish and Hungarian army, Hunyad
drove Amurath from the Danube and raised the siege
of Belgrade, ai that time a Hungarian fortress, which